
The Power of Prayer

Matthew 7:7-11



James 4:2 & 3; You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and 
cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you 
do not ask.

3You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may 
spend it on your pleasures.

Acts 6:7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the 
disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the 
priests were obedient to the faith.  

Acts 4:31…all filled with the Holy Spirit and they spoke 
the Word of God with boldness. 



I. What can Prayer accomplish?  
A. It reveals the truth about ourselves.

Romans 7:18; For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing 
good dwells; for to will is present with me, but how to perform 
what is good I do not find.

B. True sincere prayer helps bring us to repentance.
Psalm 51:1-2; Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your 

lovingkindness; According to the multitude of Your tender 
mercies, Blot out my transgressions. 2Wash me thoroughly from 
my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.

1 John 1:9-10; If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we 
make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.  



C. Prayer and obedience brings powerful answers.

1 John 3:22; And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because 
we keep His commandments and do those things that are 
pleasing in His sight.

1 John 5:14-15; Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, 
that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 15And 
if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we 
have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

D. Through prayer, the Holy Spirit goes to work.
Philippians 4:6-7; Be anxious for nothing, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
to God; 7and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.



James 5:13-16
Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let 
him sing psalms.
14Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, 
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord.
15And the prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise him 
up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
16Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray 
for one another, that you may be healed. 

The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.



E. Prayer makes way for the Holy Spirit's power.  

Acts 4:31; And when they prayed, the place where they were 
assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.  

Eph. 3:14, 16-19: 14For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ…
16that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man,
17that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; 
that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
18may be able to comprehend with all the saints what                             
is the width and length and depth and height—
19to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God.



II. Prayer brings power in life and 
service for others.

A. Pray for the salvation of others.
John 17:20-21; “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those 

who will believe in Me through their word;
21that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; 

that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that 
You sent Me.

B. Prayer can bring blessing upon the church.

C. Prayer can end quarrels and stop division.

D. Prayer will root out heresies and bring revival.



Matthew 7:7-11
“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it 
will be opened to you.
8For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him 
who knocks it will be opened.
9Or what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will 
give him a stone?
10Or if he asks for a fish, will he give him a serpent?
11If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
to your children, how much more will your Father who is 
in heaven give good things to those who ask Him!


